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Cigarette seizures by HM Customs – 3 men arrested 
 

 
Three Spanish nationals were arrested in three separate incidents by HM Customs 
over the weekend.  A vehicle and 16,780 cigarettes have been seized. 
 
A 20 year old man was arrested at Western Beach after officers had seen him 
running towards the frontier fence carrying four black bags.  The officers gave chase 
and the man attempted to escape by entering the sea and swimming to Spain; he 
was pursued and apprehended.  7,200 cigarettes (36 cartons) were found in his 
possession and have been seized by HM Customs.  The man has been released on 
bail to surrender on April 19th. 
 
 
5,980 cigarettes (nearly 30 cartons) were seized after a Spanish registered vehicle 
was stopped near the exit to Spain and searched.  The cigarettes were found in 
concealments within the wheel arches and centre console of the car.  The driver of 
the car, a 52 year old man was arrested and bailed to May 9th. 
 
 
Officers of HM Customs disrupted an alleged cigarette exportation at British Lines 
Road involving a group of men on motorcycles.  The riders were seen carrying pillion 
passengers and a number of black bags.  They were challenged by HM Customs as 
they approached the fence close to the commercial gate, about-turned and sped 
away towards Four Corners Land Frontier.  Other officers attended from that station 
and apprehended a 26 year old man, resident in La Linea.  The rest of the group fled 
through the vehicular channels to Spain where they were seen being stopped by the 
Spanish Civil Guards.  3,600 cigarettes (18 cartons) were seized by HM Customs in 
the incident. The man has been released on bail to surrender on April 19th. An 
investigation is ongoing into the incident.  
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